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JOINT FACT FINDING
The Essentials

“Joint Fact-Finding” is a strategy for experts, decision makers, and key
stakeholders from opposing sides to work together to resolve or narrow
factual disputes over environmental, energy, public health and social policy
issues. It requires that those who are affected by a decision also be involved
in framing the research question(s) and identifying, generating analyzing and
interpreting the scientific and technical information that will be used to
inform a decision or action. JFF has the following characteristics:

. It involves multiple stakeholders.
. It is collaborative and requires people to work together.
. It is structured. JFF processes and meetings are not left to chance.

They are a well designed” and highly focused dialogue.

. It is inquiry based and requires a robust exploration to understand
the problem from all angles.

. It is an interest-based study process and not a forum for arguing
political positions.

. It is integrative and multidisciplinary. It brings different types of
information and data to the table.

Sometimes JFF is organized as a “stand-alone” process. In other instances, it
can be embedded as part of longer collaboration processes in working groups,
roundtables or the work of special committees and commissions.
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